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Special Accounts Senior Management Committee (SASMC) 
Meeting Notes and Action Items 

August 6, 2014, 10am – 12pm 
William Jefferson Clinton North, Room 5530 
 

Attendees in Person 
Jim Woolford, OSWER/OSRTI Director   
Tracey Stewart, OSWER/OSRTI 
Amy Vandenburg, OSWER/OSRTI 
Rafael DeLeon, OECA/OSRE/Deputy Director 
Karin Leff, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
Manuel Ronquillo, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
Hollis Luzecky, OECA/OSRE/RSD 
Jeanne Conklin, OCFO/OFM/Acting Director 
Vickie Spencer, OCFO/OFM/PCS 
Nikki Wood, OCFO/OFM/PCS 
Carol Terris, OCFO/OB/Acting Director 
Khanh Nguyen, OCFO/OB/TFAA 
Laura Ripley, OCFO/OB/TFAA 
Chris Tomsovic (Booz Allen Hamilton) 

Attendees via Phone 
Robin Richardson, OSWER/OSRTI/Deputy Director 
Meredith Sebring, OSWER/OPM/ARMS 
Peter Hendrickson, OCFO/OFS/CFC 
Randy Sargent, OCFO/OFS/CFC 
Richard Gray, OCFO/OFS 
Don Pace, Region 2/Comptroller 
Pam Phillips, Region 6/SFD/Deputy Director 
Tony Smaldon (Booz Allen Hamilton) 
Jessica Kwan (Booz Allen Hamilton) 

Introduction 
The SASMC meeting commenced with the in person attendees introducing themselves and Jim 
Woolford and Tracey Stewart welcoming the attendees who were attending via phone. Jim 
briefly described the agenda items for the meeting.  

Highlights from the Past 6 Months 
Jim Woolford informed the group that since the implementation of the Superfund Enterprise 
Management System (SEMS) in December of 2013, staff in the Office of Site Remediation and 
Technology Innovation (OSRTI), Office of Site Remediation Enforcement (OSRE) and the 
regions have been working out the challenges of implementing the new system as they relate to 
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the management of special accounts. Special account reports were not available to be run in time 
for mid-years in FY 2014, but Tracey Stewart noted that Headquarters (HQ) is planning to be 
able to run reports to review data for FY 2015 special account work planning in the fall. 
Woolford inquired about an alternate process for work planning if there are still issues with 
SEMS. Stewart responded that she and Alan Youkeles, of OSRTI, have a backup plan in place 
that includes sending a data request to each region for planned uses for special account funds in 
order to support the agency’s development of the Congressional Justification (CJ). Woolford 
then asked whether the regions are aware of the possible data request; Stewart responded that the 
regions are not. Woolford asked Robin Richardson to notify the regions that a data request may 
occur as a backup plan if SEMS reporting is not fully functional. Stewart noted that HQ would 
make a decision in September 2014, prior to the October 1st work planning start date, and ensure 
that the regions are aware of what is expected with the larger work planning efforts. Pam Phillips 
noted that the regions should be notified as soon as possible.  
 
Following the special account reporting highlights, Woolford stated that OSRTI updated the 
Special Accounts Data Monitoring Plan in May 2014 requiring the regions to review accounts 
with less than $25K available in order to push towards closing those accounts with low balances. 
In addition, Woolford noted that HQ sent a report on reprioritizing and alternative uses for 
special accounts funds to the House and Senate Appropriations Committee in May who then 
provided feedback in the report accompanying the House FY 2015 appropriations bill that was 
overall complimentary.  
 
In continuation of special account highlights from the past 6 months, Woolford noted that the 
program was unable to do a full FY 2014 mid-year review of special accounts due to challenges 
with the implementation of SEMS. Stewart noted that the program completed a shortened review 
that focused on actual special account utilization and follow-up with regions on questions from 
the previous work planning session. In addition, Woolford reported that by working with regions 
to identify funds in special accounts that could be used to reimburse Contract Lab Program 
(CLP)/Environmental Services Assistance Team (ESAT) expenditures, the program had been 
able to reimburse $713,000 of approximately $1.5 million in prior year CLP/ESAT expenditures 
that were associated with sites with special accounts.  
 
Woolford also noted that OSRTI issued a memorandum encouraging the use of special account 
funds for oversight activities. OSRTI also worked with OCFO to create a Compass Business 
Objects Reporting (CBOR) report that identifies special accounts with no utilization activity in 
the past 5 years. A question was asked regarding how many accounts have had no utilization 
activity in the past 5 years. Stewart responded that there are approximately 43 out of 
approximately 1,000 accounts with no utilization in the past 5 years; however, some of the 
accounts have restrictions that are written into settlements that limit the use of funds. The 
number of accounts with no utilization has been decreasing.  
 
Carol Terris requested that the meeting attendees ensure that the accounting codes used for 
charging site specific travel match the accounting codes used for payroll expenditures or time 
charging that occurs while on travel. Terris informed the attendees that the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG) is identifying accounting discrepancies between site specific travel and 
payroll costs that have occurred over the last 6 or 7 years. Woolford asked the meeting attendees 
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accounting methodology for special account 
deposits 
Form a Special Accounts Indirect Costs Work 
Group to establish baseline questions for 
informal OGC consultation  

Laura Ripley Workgroup report to the 
SASMC November 2014 

Update the SASMC Charter Tracey Stewart November 2014 
 




